





Dear Friends,

“Art has the power to heal, unite, and transform society.”
August Wilson’s words resonate now more than ever. At the
August Wilson African American Cultural Center, we believe
in the power of storytelling in all its forms: dance, g ———
theatre, music, spoken word, literature, and _IH‘ -
visual arts. Our stories matter. And we are R >
deeply committed to protecting, preserving, f___\i’_;,
and amplifying them for generations to come. 'ﬁ’(ﬂ‘i

That commitment also drives the Center’s

work to nurture the next generation of Black
storytellers and creatives, both in Pittsburgh
and nationally. Through their talent and

vision, we continue to grow as a hub for
innovation, expression, and cultural leadership.

We are also committed to providing a welcoming, accessible
space where people of varied identities can gather to make and
experience art together, embracing a spirit of curiosity and shared
humanity, sparking dialogue, and transforming the way we think
about the world and each other.

As one of the largest Black multidisciplinary arts centers in
the United States, AWAACC is making an impact far beyond the
walls of its iconic Pittsburgh building. None of that would be
possible without you. To our members, donors, sponsors, and
audience members: your support has made the Center a place
where creativity flourishes, meaningful dialogue sparks, and
the richness of Black culture is celebrated and shared.

With gratitude,

Janis Burley
President & CEO / Artistic Director
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e (Qur work to honor August Wilson’s legacy and
champion the future of Black arts, culture, and PEOPLES Lﬂﬁ% STRADER YZOLA-DALY
storytelling was featured on America’s Black Forum.

e President & CEO Janis Burley was named
2025 Person of the Year in Performing Arts by
Pittsburgh City Paper.

e We presented two world-class sculpture
exhibitions - Determined to Be: The Sculpture
of John Rhoden and Peju Alatise: | Will Belong
to Only Me.

e We launched a new partnership with Pittsburgh
Public Schools: the 10" Grade Arts Ambassador P TOLADAVIS
Program, making transformative arts experiences . =
the norm for PPS 10'" grade students. i ' EMMY AWARDS

e We welcomed our inaugural Marketing and e —
Curatorial Fellows through a pilot workforce
development program funded by the Claude xvvel_mgg IT\gvgl‘flgw(')\gYTHE

Worthington Benedum Foundation. EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS ON
e We commissioned a permanent public art EMMAI ALAQUIVA’S FILM

lighting installation to activate our building. THE EBONY CANAL.
(Reveal to come in 2026!)

“[The AWAACC Marketing Fellowship]
|lowed me to explore where my interests
in art and marketing meet. Working within
a cultural institution helped me understand
how my skills fit into the field. | am leaving
the program with a clearer sense of
direction and purpose.”

~ Sandrah Nasimiyu, 2025 Marketing Fellow



DETERMINED TO BE:
THE SCULPTURE
OF JOHN RHODEN

Generous support provided by Art Bridges

presented a landmark retrospective

introducing Pittsburgh to the prolific,
globe-trotting sculptor John Rhoden, whose
rebellious thinking and obsessive drive helped
reshape the story of 20th-century American art.
The exhibition was presented in collaboration with
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA)
and Art Bridges. Spanning more than five decades
of Rhoden’s extraordinary career, Determined to Be
featured over 40 works in bronze, wood, and stone,
alongside never before seen archival materials,
letters, and photographs. Through immersive
galleries anchored by the artist’s migration—
from the American South to New York, across
Europe, and into Asia—the exhibition traced the
arc of Rhoden’s career and his transformation
into an international cultural ambassador.

F rom May 5 to October 27, 2025, ANAACC

110,000 VISITORS ANNUALLY
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

9,000 STUDENTS ENGAGED
450 ARTISTS EMPLOYED

$3M IN DIRECT SPENDING
FOR THE REGION GENERATED
BY OUR PROGRAMMING

Despite his success, Rhoden’s work had not been
the subject of a major monograph or solo museum
exhibition—until now. Originally organized by
PAFA, where Rhoden’s archive is held, and made
possible with funding by Art Bridges, the exhibition
served as a reclamation of place and purpose for
an artist who helped shape the visual language
of modern America. With its arrival at AWNAACC,
the exhibition continued a national conversation
about equity in the arts, cultural memory, and the
transformative power of travel, education, and
creative networks.

Deter;/;ed to Be: The Sculpture of John Rhoden was organized by the
i B+ Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Args.

Determined To Be: The. Scu/pture of John Rhoden as made possible thanks to
the following generous supporters.

Lead support and artwork provided by the estate of Richanda Rhoden.

Major support is provided by the Terra Foundation for American Art, William
Penn Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional

support is provided by the Wyeth Foundation for American Art and donors to
PAFA’s Special Exhibition Fund. Lead support for the exhibition catalogue is
provided by the Henry Luce Foundation. The organization and digitization of

the John Rhoden Archives at PAFA was made possible by a grant from the

/ National Endowment for Humanities: Democracy demands wisdom.

Generous support provided by Art Bridges.




HIP-HOP MUSIC CAMP EMPOWERS YOUNG TALENT AT AWAACC

rom June 2327, 2025, the AWAACC welcomed aspiring hip-hop artists and DJs to a week of
F music production, performance, and collaboration. In partnership with Propel School for Fine Arts,
the workshop brought together industry professionals—Ryan Matthews, Emmanuel DeAnda, and
Squonk—to mentor youth in songwriting, beat-making, audio engineering, and live performance.

Through hands-on instruction, campers explored the full spectrum of hip-hop culture, from crafting
original beats and recording tracks to mixing, mastering, and performing live. Using DJ equipment,
microphones, and studio tools, participants developed both artistic identity and technical skills.

The camp culminated in a live showcase, giving young artists a professional stage to share their work,
connect with fellow creatives, and celebrate their growth, reinforcing ANAACC’s commitment to youth
empowerment and creative equity.

Through Hip-Hip Music Camp,
AWAACC continues to expand access
to professional-level training in
music, performance, and technology.
The Camp exemplifies the Center’s
mission to nurture the next
generation of Black storytellers

and ensure that Pittsburgh remains
a hub for innovation, expression,
and cultural leadership.

2025 REVENUE
SEeciaI Events
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' :-NTERNATIONAL
CELEBRATES A MILESTONE

Co-Presented by Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield,
with support from the Mellon Foundation. This project is
supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts.

J ournalist Ted Panken captured

it best when he headlined his
festival feature “Pittsburgh
< International Jazz Fest Celebrates

Artistic Freedom.” This year’s four-
A CELEBRATION OF CULTURE day celebration, September 18—21,
CUISINE; AND-LEGACY: )

marked the Festival’s 15th edition. It kicked off with The
AWAACC’S GALA

Jazz Train" hosted by pianist/bandleader/composer Orrin
Presenting Sponsor: UPMC and UPMC Health Plan

Evans in partnership with Amtrak, as travelers from New
n Friday, November 21, |
O 2025, the AWAACC hosted _.E E

York, Newark, and Philadelphia enjoyed live jazz en route
the Fuel the Future: Take

to Pittsburgh.

Friday evening featured 2025 BUILD Artist-in-Residence
Center Stage Gala, celebrating
the 15th anniversary of the

Dan Wilson (residency made possible by the Richard King
Mellon Foundation) and Jonathan Butler in an all-star

Center’s iconic building and

honoring what would have been August Wilson’s

tribute to Pittsburgh living legend George Benson,
followed by the Taste of Jazz Party: live music and bites
80th birth year. The event raised $300,000 to support
the Center's programming and operations.

AWAACC presented Luminary Awards to nationally
renowned Pittsburgh-rooted artists Tamara Tunie,
Antoine Fuqua, and Lamman Rucker. Trailblazer
Awards went to Ayisha A. Morgan-Lee, EdD, Monica
Malik, Tenel Dorsey, and Marlon Gist for their work
strengthening Pittsburgh’s arts and culture sector.
Together, the seven honorees were recognized as
cultural visionaries whose achievements embody
Pittsburgh’s legacy of innovation and inspire future
generations of artists.

Gala guests enjoyed a live performance by 2025
BUILD Artist-in-Residence Dan Wilson, featuring
highlights from his sold-out George Benson tribute
concert, while the Pittsburgh International Jazz
Festival All Stars Student Band performed during
cocktails. Visual arts installations made striking
use of the Center’s gallery spaces: featured were
the highly anticipated return of Peju Alatise’s
Flying Girls sculpture installation and a two-story
grand staircase transformation (and photo op!)
celebrating work by Lavett Ballard. Dinner featured
recipes inspired by celebrated culinary historian
Dr. Jessica B. Harris, honoring the traditions and
creativity that shape Black cuisine.

from eighteen local restaurants.

Saturday and Sunday brought the free street festival
to life outside the August Wilson Center, headlined by
Branford Marsalis, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Eric Benet,
and Bilal, with additional
performances by Jazzmeia Horn,
Kandace Springs, Christone
“Kingfish” Ingram, and many more!

2025 also marked the First Annual
Poster Competition, supported by
Duolingo, with Yeji Seo, a senior
at the University of Southern
California, taking the grand prize.

“Every time August Wilson’s name is
invoked, | think of Black excellence.
It's a powerful thing for me to receive
a platform and be trusted to show
the excellence | strive for. Festivals
like this ensure against erasure of

our legacy, because it continues the
conversation at a time when so many
of our mentors ... are

passing away.”

- 2025 PIJF Artist,
Ekep Nkwelle in Downbeat




GET INVOLVED! THANK YOU

TO OUR LEAD
SUPPORTERS!
he August Wilson African American
. ALLEGHENY REGIONAL ASSET
Cultural Center is the gateway to DISTRICT (RAD)
Pittsburgh’s Cultural District and ART BRIDGES
one of the largest Black, multi-disciplinary THE CLAUDE WORTHINGTON
arts centers in the United States. We uphold BENEDUM FOUNDATION
the legacy of August Wilson by presenting BUHL FOUNDATION
extraordinary work of artists and storytellers CITIZENS
of the African Diaspora, for all to enjoy. COMCAST XFINITY AND

NBC UNIVERSAL

FORD FOUNDATION
HEINZ ENDOWMENTS
HIGHMARK BLUE CROSS

We educate people of all ages about the
history of Black arts and culture. We inspire
the next generation to understand that their
stories matter.

BLUE SHIELD
There has never been a more important HENRY L. HILLMAN FOUNDATION
time to get involved in the Center's work! HOWMET AEROSPACE FOUNDATION
The role our members play in our success LANDESBERG DESIGN
is vital. Your membership contributions MELLON FOUNDATION
make all that we do pOSSibIe. RICHARD KING MELLON
FOUNDATION
i PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL
Join/Upgrade today at ON THE ARTS

awaacc.org/membership.

PPG FOUNDATION
UPMC AND UPMC HEALTH PLAN
THE WILSON GROUP

FOR A COMPLETE LIST,
VISIT AWAACC.ORG.

Join our mailing list

to stay informed on
upcoming programs:
awaacc.org/newsletter!
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